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| 7. Ou were pleaſed to Order 
SJ th Sermon to the Preſs: 


one [mpreſsion upon your 
hearts, and | intended it for 
1o'other, and uu the moſt noble and excellent 
kind of Printing;when the heart comes to be 
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 BaG hdounods 4 Book ingraven with the 1n- 
ravings of God, ctheEpiltle of Jefus 


>hriſt, wricten not with ink, but the 


> Cor.3-3- Sparit of the hving God. What E befare- 


preſented to.your ears, F naw agam preſent 
£0 YOUr CES (Vic#,mels ni 994) and if by either Or 
both it ſhallreach your hearts, I have my 
reward ; You ſhould have had it ſooner, but 
ſome; troubles in my, ſpirit, and ſome affairs 
in my. hand have retarded it : But now 
30 have it, and neither in matter or form 
much different from what it was. And the 
bleſsing of heaven attend'iit, that it may 
either make or renew ſome heavenly im- 
eſstons upon your ſouls ; for" though: it-14 
prof what 72 Apoſtleſaith, nos. That 
Faith cometh by hearing, yet: it114: alſo- 
as true what the Church ſauth, T,am.3.51. 
Mane eye aftecteth my: heart. Then 
are.the ſenſe of the body in their hi beſt. 
and propereſl operations, when: they tet-1n- 


Upon. 


C 
_ PTE 


id 


Wy 
_ " i ” &£5 , MSbon os ne ws tes - &. 
— bY tat ——” - "” — Wh hs — 
* . +. SO AST > * « 
- : 


ere. _ 


#pon the ſoul theſe Idea's which will indeed © 
"aft, refreſh, and nouriſh it. \ 2 | 
Ay preat plot was, m this Diſcourſe, 
(pardon thus plot).ta make you all Cap- 
tives ; not to my ſelf, but to TRUT H 
and FESUS CHRIST; and 1 
f knew not how to: do it by amore probable 
ſtratagem, then: to ſet np this Feſus in his 
WONDERFULNES before 
| 06, as concetving, that to men-truly ratio. 
nal he cannot be preſented: under a more 
powerful and perſwafive N{otwon. eAnd 
/o I thought it might be very ſutable to. - 
men in Power and place; for the heart that 
1s moſt effettually-caught and' captivated of 
Feſus Chriſt, is beſt *accomplithe for the: 
fmcere and vigorous proſecution of publique 
affairs : Never doth the ſoul move aright 
in any ſervice, if it be not originally 
drawn of him, and ultimately carried 


forth unto him. And O that your choiſeſt af- - 
A ; fections; 
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chiefeſt endeavours in bis glory : We read 
in Rev.19.1. of agreatvoyce of much 
eople in heaven, ſaying, Allelujah, 
Beaton and glory, and honour, and 
power to the Lord our God. What 
falvation, what glory, what honour, and 
power the Lord hath given to his people in 
theſe dayes, he expects they ſhould groe 
them. back again to- him ; that as they are 
hu by their coming from him, fo they may 
again be made his by returning them back 
#nto him; and then ſhall we approve our 
ſelves to be of thoſepeople in heaven. A- 
pelles when he had drawn fome curious 
piece, would ſet it in oo view, and 
place himſelf behind the curtain to hearken 
what would be ſaid of it by the people paſ.. 
fing by : Feſus ( brijt hath ſet / ore 18 I 
hu great works among «s a fair draught, 
' # lively repreſentation” of hu glorious 
power, 


_ fettions might centre in his mnt JOur: 1 
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rer, Wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy ; and : 
Leh he 4 now yo full, and liflen what 
the hearts, torigues, and attings of hu peo- 
ple ſpeak concerning it ? 

Our great plans 7-568 were lately in our 
VVars abroad;they are now likely to be tm 
our Counſels at home : Much of God 
| hathbeen ſeen in thoſe; and O that nothing 
of (elf might be ſeen in theſe: I hope at laſt 
God will direft us to find out one Com- 
mon Centre of Truth and Righteou{- 
neſs whercin all honeſt hearts will meet. - 

The Lord give your Lordfhip, and-all 
others that ſit with you at the Stern of this 
City, wiſdom to ſayl between the two rocks 
of AnNarcany and T rRanNv, and then:[ 
hope you will arrive ſafe at the much longed 
for Haven of common righteouſneſs, and 
peace. lt i not for me to preſcribe any thin 
in this nature. Only I ſhall pray, that t 
two Staves of Banps al Bzaury,may 
alwayes. 
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| _ ralwayes fland at the gates of this City, by 
| our fweet enjoyment of Jeſus Chriſt im bu 
<Qrdinances , and of one another m | 
unity and love. . RN 

Our firſt depree of happine/ſi would be,not 
to differ; but — £9 agen / mannage our 
differences with bumility and wiſdom, and 
to take them up before they prove like a 
breach of the Sea. 

Fe ought to mark thoſe that cauſe di- | 
viſions, much more thoſe that delight in 
them. 1fhall no longer detain you from the 

peruſal of thoſe poor and broken meditations, 

| that follow ; though they came from me in | 
S weakneſs, yet t bope, they will riſe up tn yu * | | 
Y with power, which will bea CRown of 
Glory, and rejoycing to him, who defires 
#0 his utmoſt to be ſerviceable to the preat 
IneereR of your ſpiritual Eſtate, f 


Matthew Barker. 


Ifaiah Chap. g. part of the 6. yer. 
And bus name ſhall be called Wonderful; exc. 


F all che Prophers ; this Prophet Iſiah is 
the moſt Evangelical : what Pawl was 
6 among the Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, 
= that iS 1ſajiah among the Prophets in the 
Old - as the One had the higheſt Reve- 
lation, the Other had the Cleareſt Yiſion, 
of which you read 1/aiah 6. and is expreſly ſaid to be of 
Chriſt in his glory, John 12. 41. ſpeaking more diſtict- 
ly of Chriſt in his birth, nacures, life, ſufferings; death, 
his kingdom and:glorions adminiſtrations in the world, #1 
chen the reſt of the Prophets, * ſo thathe is oftener quio- + Lui 1/cio 
ted inthe New Teflement,then alt thereſt of the Propheer. _ _ r 
In the beginning of this Chapter , tic ſpeaks'pare Go+ vagetio. Hier, © 
ſpel : having inthe'preceding Chapters been foretelling x 
and threatning a gloomy night of Captivity and deſolution ts 
coming upon Indah andleruſalem, as you read Chap. 7. "8 
17, 18. and Chop. 8. 7, 8. inthis Chaprertokeep their 
heads above water , that they might n6t/frk under the 
fear or feeling of thoſe heavy afflitions,” doth prefentro 
their thoughts the near-approach of the AMeſigh, and 
rhat glorious reſtitution, ſalvatiorand deliuerence wich 
come along 40” world\;-+hat M__ 
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Jeſus -- the great Wonder. 


be able to look through the darkneſs of the night, to the 
beauty and glory of that day that was erſt- while to ſhine 
forth upon-the Earth : And this day is repreſented by 
the day of their deliverance from the Babyloniſh Captivi- 
ty, as the ſhadow of it, in the beginning of this Chapter, 
chac their joy might bethe more enlarged, and this del:- 
verance more welcome , when they ſhould receive ir, 


not alone as a temporal deliverance, but as a type and: 


pledge of that ſpiritual ſalvation which the Eord Jeſus 
was to adminiſter at his coming. 

This day of Chriſt is preſented by the Prophet, as ap- 
proaching, in this Chapter, with theſe ſeveral goodly at- 
tendants. 


Light. 
Jie 
Vietory. 

x. Firſt is Light : as in ver. 2. The people that walked 

in.darkneſs, have ſeen a great light : All light, .hath ies 

leaſure; the loweſt light, that which is ſenſible and wi- 
fible, is pleaſant, Ecclef. 11: 7. but the higher the-light 
is, the more ſ#table ro man , and ſo the more pleaſant : 
This light that ſhines from Chriſt, is intelleFual, ſpirits- 
al, breaking our from the higheſt phear,and the firſt fon» 
tain.of light. 

2... Second is Toy - as in ver. 3., They joy before thee , 
Which is expreſt by two of the h:gheſt joys in nature ; 
the one is of harveſt, when the Husbandman reaps the 
fruir of his /ozg toyl and travels : The other is, of divi- 
dine the ſpoils z. when after the enemy is routed, the bar- 
tle was, the.danger and difficulty of the ſerviceover, 
the. Soldionr. makes his #riumph, and divides the ſpoil. . 


3.. Third : 
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Tu Oni te rea Wille, 4. 
3: Third is Fi&ory - which you read invet.q-which is it 
deſcribed in the 


Parts 
Manner : of it. 
2 author 
1. The ſeveral parts of it, ver.q- Thow haſt broken the 
yoke of his burthen, and the ſiaffe of his ſhoulder , the rod of 
his oppreſſor. 
Firſt, The yoke of his burthen , or burthenſqm yoke, , 
which is the Law, which Chriſt hath broken off from the 
necks of Saints, | 
Second is, The ftaffe of his ſhoulder, which is the ty- 
ranny and guilt of fin, wherewith the Conſcience is «f- 
flifed, and beaten, and the ſpirit in man enſlaved, 
Third is, The rod,or the * Scepter of his oppreſſor, which way * 
is the dominion and reign of the devil. 0 
2. Next we have the manner of it, expreſſed by a 
two-fold parallel : Firſt is, that ViRary of Gideon over 
the Midianites : As in the day of Midian, ver.4. recorded 
Fudg. 7. and an eminent type of this : Firſt, in the Con- 
querour Gideon * , which {ignifies one that doth cat off, 972 * 
or deſtroy.z as he did, cur off the enemies of Ifrael,and Y> * 
bring in their deliverance; ſo doth: Jeſus Chriſt for his 
people. | 


Secondly, in the perſon Copquered, the Midzanites 3 | 

* Mid/an ſignifies Contention, or pleading in Pudgement 4- WI a IN" * 
gainſt another.: This Midian.C H R1 ST doth dver- cauam egit. 
throw and filence : whatever S/n, the Law, Satan, or 
Conſcience could plead againſt us, Chriſt hath put to þþ- 
lence, and overcome;as the «wy alerts by a word =y 
| S | g- MY 
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Judg. 6.34. 


fignificantt0 this purpoſe, Rom/8.33, #ho ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of Gods Ele@# , Tis $y 82404, Or who 


ſhall call chem into judgement ? 

Thirdly, in the affiſtance he xſed in the Conqueſt; 
which was from Abiezer,fignifying rhe help of my f ather: 
ſo Chriſt prevailed in the power and aſ#iſtaxce of his Fa- 
ther. 

Fourthly, in the paucity of his men, whereby he con- 
quered z his Army of thirty two thouſand , being reduced 
to three hundred : none of thoſe thar were fearfull , or 
bowed down npox their knees to drink, engaging with him 
in the barcle : So fares ic with Jeſus Chriſt in thoſe 1. 
ritual battles he is fighting in the world: ſome deſponding 
by carnal fear, others bowed down by earthly engage- 
ments, and intereſts, do baſely fall off, going back to 
a =_ tac frangeneſ of 

Bur , and eſpecially in the fr s of it : Gi- 
deon mlled not by wrieht nor ſtrength , not by wont- 
ed policy, or warlike ſtrat agemy, but by Lamps and Pitch- 
exs, and the ſound of Trumpets : So our Lord leſws b 
Lamps and Pitchers, by the Gohe of Truth in Earthen veſ- 
ſets, and by the ſounding of the Goſpel , doth deſtroy 
the powers of darkneſs, the Kingdom of Sathan,  con- 
founds and ſcatters all the enemies of our ſalvation. 


T his is the firſt Parallel. 


Next, it is pareleld with other ordinary battles and 
victories, ver. 5. Every battle of the Wayriour is with con- 
fuſed noiſe,and with garments rolled in blord;but this ſhall be 
(or as we may berter read it)and it is, or will be with burn- 
ing the fuel of fire. 


So in Chriſts piiewe! battles, you have ali/theſe Con-- 
comm ants : - 
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comitants : here is a confuſed noiſe, when he comesand- 
ſers up his fandard within us, and is ſubduing ws to him- 
ſelf; how do carnal reaſow, the wiſdom and luſts of the 
fleſh, make a #0iſe within us, contradiFivg and oppoſing 
Chriſt tn his word, works, and wayes within us : Two 
irreconcileable parties claſhing and fighting againſt each 
other, do bring forth this confuſed noiſe, and rumult in 
the ſoul. 

And in #her victories we may ſce garments robed in 
blood , {o neither is this ſpiritual victory without blood ; 
Chriſt overcame by his 6/#0d ; ſo do Saints overcome, 
by the blood of the Lamb : and their garments ave made 


white, being dipped and rolled in this blcod. Rev. 7. 14+ 


Laſtly, other -vitaries are attended with 6#rwines 
firing of Gates, Houſes, Cities, and other fwel of fire : 
So this {piricual barrle and v:&0ry is nor withour fire - 
the fire of the Spirit is burning within us, whatever is 
flefbly and carnal, whatever is hey and flubble,is the fuel 
of this fre : and the day of the Lord, when he comes to 
conquer, will cepfurze and deyour it. 


Thus we have ſcen this Fi&ory in the manner of it. - 


3- Laſtly, ir is ſet forth in the Au#hor of it : who is 
now the warrioar that fights theſe battles, the Conqueror 
that ſubdues theſe enemies : here are great Yidorves a#- 
chieved, brave exploits ated, ſtrong and puiſſant adver- 
ſaries broken: do you not Jong to ſee the perſon brought 
_ in m_ wo 6s _ ye have _ the 

reports of, a re you fee him, are ing 
wa your (elves, as they inthe Goſpel, Noh ren. 
of man 15 this ! Lo, the verſe I have read preſents him 
to you: Itisno other then a Child, Foy ante we 4 Child 
is f das: and unto us 4 Son is given, &6; The Child isthe 
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nativitate, 
Conſiliarius 


ter ſeculi im 
ſurreone, 


in perpel 


'$Serm,10, 


ſame-which was ſpoken of Chap. 7. 14. that was to be 
bornofa Virgin, and whoſe name is called Immanuel - 
The ſame with that child born of the Propheteſs, cal- 
led Maher-Shalal-baſh baz , not Hezekiah, as the Jews 
would fain underſtand the Text, but our 'Lord Jeſus 
himſelf: who is preſented in this 6. verſe under ſuch a 
deſcription as cannot agree to any creature. 

t. He is deſcribed in his twofold nature , 4child born, 
« ſon given: the child of the Virgin in reſpe& of his hu- 
manity, the Son of God in'reſpeR of his Divinity. 

2. In his Dedicationto his people in both natures; he is 
« child born t0 4, 4 ſon given to ws. 

3. Inthe ſovers'gn power and authority wherewith he 
is inveſted; The government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder. 

4. In-the names wherewith: he is P ene which are 
theſe five : Firſt is Wonderful : The ſecond Counſellor : 
The third the Mighty God:: The fourth the Everlaſting 
Father, or the Father of Eternity : The laſt the Prince of 


| Peace. 
 KAOING Bernard applies theſe names thus, * Wonderful, in his 


birth : Counſellor in his Dottrine : The Mighty God in his 


Caſeations, working : Father of Eternity in his reſurrettion : Prince of 
fortis Dew in Peace in. our eternal _ Others conceive theſe 
operazione, Pa- names relate to' the (ec 


veral parts of mans ſalvation : 
Firſt, Wonderful, in the new birth , ſo ſtrangely changing 


Yee 


— pk the courſe of corr»pt nature. Secondly , Counſelor,” in 
atitudine, Ber, Making man wiſe in his choiſe, and to diſcern of things 


that differ. Thirdly, A ffrong God , in throwing down 
the ſtrong holds of fin. Fourthly, Father of Erernity,by 
infuſing an Everlaſting life. Laſtly , Prince of Peace , in 
reconciling us tothe Father, and quicting and ſatisfying 
the ſoul of man, Oy 
Therc is nothing in the verſe bur what is of ſngalar 
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cach of theſe names hath a vreaſ#re- of truth within it : 
bur I have ſingled ourthe firſt of the names by which he- 
is ſet forth,ro ſpend my preſent ſtrength and time-vpon; 
vis, his neme Wonderful” > And that which dy 
thoughts to this ſubje# in this place, was;becauſe Chriſt 
hath made himſelf eminently known by this name in our 
dayes, and we are caſt upon thoſe Ages' of the world 
wherein he will yer further meritand magnifieir. 
Wonderful. The word is 9 derived from NY9which 7,4 4wn, 
ſignifies, to be vailed or hidden from the eyes and an- ex. 
derſtanding of men ; becauſethings wonderfulare things 
that lie hid; whoſe depth cannot be ſounded, norcauſe 
diſcovered: This name applied ro Chriſt, ſignifies, as 4 
Lapide ſpeaks, Rerum mirabilium theſauros ineſtimabiles 
in Chriſto eſſe abſconditos, that the ineſtimable treaſures 
of wonderful things are hidden in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Simmachus tranſlates the word mwea#tzou&®,which fig- 
nifics a Paradox, or Paradoxnes it ſelf: and indeed he is 
not ſo much admirable as admirability : Among all thoſe 
pompous titles which the Princes of the earth! have af- 
ſumed, none ever have aſſumed this, it being reſerved 
as peculiar to Jeſus Chriſt : Some conceive that the Pro- 
pher here alludes to the Angel that converſed with 
Maneah,; Fude. 13.18. who being asked his name; re- of 554 
plied, his name was Pel;, or Wonderful. And Facob asked 63 
che Angel his name he:contended with, Gen: 32. He 2 
anſwers, Wherefore doſt thou ak my name ? In denying 
rotell him it, he doth in a manner confeſs ir; thar ir'is 
wonderful. Moſes asked the ſame thing of God;ro:know 
his Name; Heanſwers him, 1am that Lam; ASit he £.94.3.11. 
ſhoud-ſay, no name can fully cxpreſs me; but what Iam 
that 1 am ;" His Eſſence is fo wonderful, that ng _ 
| eſs - 
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- unleſs ir be the name Wonderful, can well agree to him. 

The firſtuſc of names was todeſcribe the natwwe ofthings; 
but the nature of God being every way incomprehenſible, 
it cannot be poſſibly confined within the limit of any 

" name; Orifirt could,yet that ame neither man, nor An- 

gels could comprehend; and therefore the Jews eſteemed 
the name Jehovah 3-4 4jþnro, an unſpeakable name : 
Divines ſay that no definition can be given of God, be- 
cauſe his Being.is tranſcendent, infinitely differing from 
all things wifi or conceiveable , And therefore in the 
moſt comprehenſive definition, ſemper maneret aliquid 
extra, HY which is could not poſhibly reach ; 
Aad ſo we may ſay alſo,that no name can poſitively and 
fully expreſs the tranſcendent excellency of his Being, 
bar ic muſt needs fall infinitely ſhort of comprehending 
him. 

So that one of the Ancients ſpeaking of God, ſaith, 
Thar he is both maurwuc, 4 «rovaxy3 without name, 
and yet of many names, becauſe by whatever name we 
call any excelſency or good in the creature , it may emi- 
ently be predicated of him ; for he is both mim yiav, 
all chings that the Creature is, and yet nothing that the 
Creatwre is ; all things may be both affirmed and denied 
of him, for ſccing he is infinitely above all that excel- 
lency that is in the creature, therefore as much above 
every name whereby that excellency is called : 

As when he is called fe, light, beauty, ſweetneſs, yer 
he is-none of theſe things as they arc in the creature, or 
apprehended by us, bur in ſuch a tranſcendent way as is 
wnconceiveable to all created underſtanding. He is wu. 
zadv; & yado ru aſp iom $512,425 One elegantly ſpeaks. 4 i 

Some names attributed ro God ſpeak him forth in 
his «6ſolwte Eſſence and Bring, as Zehovah, El-ſhaddai 


«> 

Others - 
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9 
_ . Others. in, his eſſential-properties, as Almighty, Juſt, Yi Zenc.te 
Trac, God. | | 6. cp, © 


Others in hjs relation to his creatwres,as Lord, King, orc. 

Others in thoſe effed?s rhar he brings forth upon 
them as when he puts forth his Efſence in a way of i- 
lumination we call him light, of quickning we call him 
life, of ſupporting we call him a rock -;of defence, we call 
him a refuge, or nigh Tower :though theſe operationsof 
God deſcend upon us, yer his Bſence (as one ſpeaks) 
abides i1nwv1{;ble , God in favor tous, and condeſcent co 
our underſtanding, exprefſeth himſelf by theſe-names, 
that we might be able alictle ro apprehend him. 


Bur there is no namethat doth to fully expreſs him. 


in the incomprehenſibleneſs, and infiniteneſs of his Being 
as the name Wonderful, In his other. names we con- 
ccive of him under ſome finite notion ; bur this name 
Wondes fl ſpeaks him forth as one that ſwrpaſſeth all the 
knowledge of the creature, the flight of manshigheſt 


thoughts : for that which is within the compaſsof his - 


reaſon, chat he never wonders at z but when he meets 
with ſome thing that gra»ſcends his reach, \that-ſwal- 
lows up his anirfending. that he calls Wonderful, and 
ſtands amaze at ; therefore the Schootmen (ay, thatthe 
proper objeR of admiration is res incognita, a thing 'un- 
knownand undiſcerned , and therefore God cannot pro- 
perly be (aid to wonder, ro whom.nothing hies hid, 
Divines diſtinguiſh between Mirandum & Miraculum. 
T hat is wonderful which is unuſual or unknown,procced- 
ing from ſome unwonted or und ſcovered cauſe inNature.t 
That is a miracle which is above Nature, tranſcends 
the utmoſt power and compals of Natwre,:i 
ſerhe Godhead p ning forthir ſelf in its 
immediate vigor. Now--both ms may be 
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nently, in-Jeſus Chriſt; here are wonders, here are mi- 
racles, here are myſteries, and all the deep things of God 
arc treaſured'ovp in him, and ſhine forth from him upon 
the world. | 

Before we look upon him direly in this name of his, 
and the reaſons of ir, "we ſhall prefent him under fome 
of thoſe types and ſhadows, whereby he was repreſented 
before his aftual comme intothe world. * | 

Wefind him typed forth by wonderful perſons, and 
wonderful things under the Law, and-yer himfetf more 
wonderfubthen all. - 


| For Perſons. 


1. Adam,a wonderful perſon; formed by the immediate 
hand of God wichonr the conctrrence of thoſe natural 
cauſesby which men are ordinarihy brought forth z ſo 
was feſus Chrif. | 


Adam had all knowledge, both of God, and: the. 


creature by immediate i/{umination, and infuſion, ſo had 
Feſus Chriſt, 

"Adam had mankind in his loyns, a world within hi'm 
ſo had Jeſus Chrift. . | 

Adam had'an univerſal Lordſhip and ſuperintendency 
over the whole Creation; ſo had Jeſws Chriſt. 

Soallo Ndah, a wonderful perſon ; a man that lived in 
two worlds, was the term or period of the 01d world, as it 
is called 2 Pet.2.5, and was thebeginning and founda- 
rien of the New wotld after the Flocd, which was re- 
paired and built up again by him, as you read, Gen. 9. 
Even ſo Jeſus Chrift lived firſt in'the ol4natural ſtare 
of man, being under the Zawz as the old man, or Adam 
. i and was the end or period of that; and then'raifed up 
an 
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and founded the new' ſpiritual world, making the old 


fate of things to pals away upon his Croſs, and bringing 


all rhings into a *ew fate at his RefurreQtion. 

'The-niext wonder fol man we ſhall fpeak of is. Mel- 
chiſedek, whom the Apoſtle gives a ſtrange deſcription 
of, Heb.7. Without father, without muther, without begin- 
ning, or end of ays,and abiding « Prieft continually. Some 


conceived him.to be Semthe ſon of Noah, as the Same. 7id.cuneum 


gtans,and Hebrews: Others an Anect,as Origen. Others ib.2+ca}-3. 


the Holy Ghoſt, ora certain divine power of God greater 
then Chriſt, as the Melchiſedetians, Orhers Chriſt him- 
ſelf appearing in- humane form, as Cunews, and others, 
And ſome conceive him one of the Xings of Canaan,as 
A Lapide,whom you may readuponthe place:who ever 
he was, he wasa wonderful perſon : Said to be without 
father or mother ; meant, cicher becauſc his Genealogy is 
not ſpoken of z «24n«xyv70;; Or in reference to his Prieſt» 
hood, not deſcending upon him by Father, Mother, or 
any aatural ſucceſhon, as ic did nport rhe Levitical 
Priefls, which is the more probable, 

Said atfo ro be withoat brginnine or end of days. vis. 
aS aPrieſt, his Prieſthood not being after the Order of 
Aaron, which was ro expire, bur veſted in him upon 


expreſse, 


ſuch an arcownt as was eminently.to be held up, eſtabli- 


ſhed, and perpetuated in the Priefthond of Jeſus Chriſt, 
And co this man Abraham,and the Lewitical Prieſthood 
in his loyns that was to receive Tithes, pays Tithes of 
all. A wonderful perſon indeed , and yet inall this bur 
a ſhadow of him'thar is far more” wonderful; Jeſus 
Chriſt : who is indeed withoar Father and mother, with- 
out beginning and end of days, and abidleth & Prieſt for e- 
ver ; to whom weall ſpiritually are ro pay iver, iy: 
acknowledging that we hotd'all of him,and by # 
all back again unto him. C 2 | 


— 


Tie Criſt; the great Winder, 


Gar 37.7,9. 


Another wonderful ran was 1ſacs, {ſuing out of the 


 4ry;and as it were, dead bodies of Abraham and Sarah, 


when the vigor and vertue of natwe was even expired ; 


that Sarah laughed at the Promile, ſaying, How: can. 


this be ? | 
So eſus Chriſt ſprings as a root ont of* adry ground, a 


. the Prophet ſpeaks, Iſai. 53. 2 When gs Glory and 


Kingdom riſeth in the world, it is uſually out of cauſes 
that ſecm barren and improbable, and-when he riſechy 
and grows up within us, it is out of a dry and barren ſpi- 
rit, making the Wilderneſs ro bud and bloſſom as the 
Roſe,1ſai. 35.1. 

And Iſaac one in whom all Nations were to be bleſ- 
ſed; which is only true of Jeſus Chrſt, in whom we'are 
bleſſed with all bleſzings in heavenly things. 

nd ſo Zeſeph, another perſon to be wondered ar, fil- 
led with heavenly wiſdomrto interpret ſecrets, and dc- 
clare the hidden things of darkneſs, and therefore was 
called Zaphnath Paaneah, Gen. 41.45: Bur Chriſt in this 
reſpe& more wonderful, declaring the deep Counſels 
of God, and opening the Treaſuries of the hizheſt wiſ- 
dom to the world. - 

Again, a wonderful perſon, ſaving all Egypt alive in 
the midſt of famine; and his father and brethren from 
death by-that proviſion which he ſtored up, and diſpen- 
ſed co them , ſo Jeſus Chriſt hath all heavenly provz- 
ſions ſtored up-in hiniſelf, whereby he doth feed 
and nouriſh the ſouls of men in the midſt of that fi- 
ritual famine that fin hath brought upon them. 

And yet again worderful, to whom his Brethrens 
ſheafes, and the Sun, Moon, and eleven Stars did obeiſance, 


in a Dream or .Viſion : So all power in Heaven, and 


Earth iis in the- hand of Chriſt ; and.to him every knee 


ſhall boy. | To- 


Wb 
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To mention but one perſon more of many: $ 


ampſona 
wonderful man ; who ſlew 4 Lion with hi hand, and tare Judg.14.16, 


him in pieces like a Kid : Sodoth Jeſus Chriſt lay and 
conquer Satan, break his power and kingdom in 
pieces. | 

Again, Sampſon with the jawbone of an Aſs, a ſimple 
creature, ſlew above a' thouſand men : So Chriſt by the 
Word of his mouth, which. the world accounts fooliſh- 
neſs, flays the wicked with a deſirudive, and his people 
with a wholſom and ſaving ſlaughter, 

Again, Sampſon took the gates of the City GaJs; and 
carries them away with the bars and poſts thereof : $0 our 
Lord Jeſus carries away the gates and bars of death and 
fin. And fo the withs,and green cords wherewith he was 
bound, he brake them in pieces like Tow : Even ſo 
Jeſus Chriſt breaks aſunder choſe bands of the Law,and 
ſin that were upon him , delivered himſelf from them, 
and his people by his preſence in them. We might in- 
ſtance in Moſes, Joſhaa, David, and many others; of 


"whom ſuch worder{ul things are reported : buttime 


would fail. 
Thus much for the wonderful perſons. 


We ſhall next ſec before you ſome Wonderful things; 
that have been from the beginning of the world, which 
wereall as ſhadows to repreſent, and harbingers to uſher 
in this perſon inthe Text, whoſe name is Wonderful, in- 
tothe world, To ſpeak briefly, 

Firſt, the Tree of life in Paradiſe, a frange thing, that 
the man that eat thereof ſhould live for ever : This tree 
of life is Jeſus Chriſt, | 

"And ſo Facobs Ladder , though ſeen butinawifon, 
yet was wonderful to Iacob , whoſe bottom was wpon the 


G2 "Barth, . 
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Exod.3.3. 


Gen.7,24, 


Earth, and the top reached Heaven : Jeſus Chriſt is this 
Ladatr ; uniting God and Man,, Heaven and Earth to- 
ether. | p 
PAlſo the burning buſh that Moſes ſaw, a ſtrange thing : 
a great ſight, as Moſes called ir,for a little buſh, and a de- 
voxring Ame to meer together, and ye the buſh nor 
conſumed of it : So in Jeſus Chriſt , for the brightneſs 
and glory of the d:vinity ro dwel and ſhine forth in the 
humazity, and the humanity not to be extingwrſht or 
overwhelmed by it, is very wonderful. 

And fo Neahs Ark, a ſtrange thing: That being with- 
out Rudder, Anchor, Ballaſt, &c. ſhould yet preſerve 
Noah, his houſe , and all the creatures with him upon 
the raging waters for an hundred and fifty dayes,: $9 
Jeſus Chriſt in a more wonderful manner doth preſexve 
his people from thar deluge of divine wrath wherewirh 
others are overwhelmed. 

Again, Moſes rod turned into a Serpent, devoured the 
Serpents of the Egyptians : avery ſtrarige thing. So Je- 
ſus Chriſt char brazen Serpent , in the likeneſs of ſerper- 
tine, ſinful fleſh, doth devour the Serpent of fin, and the 
flcſh within us, 

So alſo the red Sea divided, a wonderful thing : To ce 
a vaſt raging Sea to die it ſelf, being at the place of 
its 4vifoy at leaſt 36, Enghil miles over : andthe wa- 
rers to ſtand as a ſolid wall on each fide : and fo to con- 
tinue for ſeveral dayes together, as is probable, thar fo 
many thouſand [Iſraclites,withrheir wives and children, 
with cheir beaſts and cartel might paſs over. ; whereas 
nothing is {o fluid, and more hardly contained within its 
bounds, as water is. | 

And then for the waters to- move ,. and takethcir 
courſe upon the Egyptians, that not one of _ a 

aved : 


4 = 


- 
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faved:: and ro keepill divided for the 1/r atlites to paſs 
aver; thatnotione-ofrhem 'was drowned, and that ar 
one andthe ſame-rime alſo, as may be conceived, is not 
this wonderful ? d 
| Yet this great wonder is but the ſhadow of a far greater 
| in our Lord Jcſus': 'He is this ved Sex, into whoſe 'death 
and grave believers fpiritually enter, by dying to fin,and | 
retiring from the'world, and by this ( as the Ifraclites } 
they paſs intollife, ſalvation, victory, and the Reft of 
/ God: leavingthe luſts of the fleſh, as the Egyprians,be- 
hind chem,to beborh covered, and deſtroyed for ever. 
And-{o:water oat of +he rock, a wondrous thing, for a 
dry rock eo give forth water : and this water to go along i Cot.10.4. 
with the people (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) and adminiſter re- 
freſbment co them'in theit march through the Wilder- 
\ / neſs: This water and rock arc Jeſus Chtiſt, | 
So the braFon Serpent, a ſtrange thing, to heal by look- 
ing upon it, and that which otherwiſe might ſeem in- 
curable : Th healing Serpent is Teſws Chrif | 
And ſo 4arows rod , a-marvellousthing;for adry rod 
. to bud, blaſom, and bring forth Almonds, 18 very ſtrange. 
li, Thisdry rod is Jeſus Chriſt, who, though a'root out of 
a dry ground, yct doth Caily $y4,bloſſom,and bring forth: 
as he purs forth. ſeveral degrees of life, bolinefs,and glory 
in the ſpirits of Saints. phat 1: ++ 
But I paſs this : And.come next to: look upon this | 
. wonderful perion ina more dire, and immediate aſpet. ' 
4 And ſowelſhall preſent him as three wayes Wonderful, 


In his Perſon. 
In his Of:ces. 
In his Works. 


= 


Jeſus Chriſt, the great Wonder. 
1. Firſt ia his PFerſos : ' which is really ( as ic was 
hyperbolically affirmed of Dienyfiue the Areopagite?) 
- «ueveior Hozverr, a Treaſury of myſterics : He is wonderful 

as God, as Man, and as God- Man. | 

1. As God : And I hope I have not to deal eithe 
with Arrians, or Socinians that deny it. 

In God there is nothing but whar is infinite ,. incom- 
prehenfible, and inconceivable, and therefore wonder- 
ful : When we tura our eys upon Divinity, we are pre- 
ſently ſwallowed up. As thoſe waters of the Sanituaty 
we read of Ezck. 47. were firſt to the Ancles, and then to 
the Knees, and then tothe Loyns , and then became waters 

that could not be paſſed over, waters to ſwim in : So as we 
aſcend from inferer beings, tothole that are ſuperionr, 
we find the warters 7:fing higher and higher upon us, as 
we meet with perfeQtions of a greater heighth and 
depth,ill we arrive ar the being of the ever bleſſed God, 
and there we are {ſwallowed up. 

Tonching the Almighty,laith lob, We cannot find him out, 
Job 37.23. And in ver. 19. We cannet order our ſpeech by 
reaſon of darkneſs : And ver. 20. if a max ſpeak, ſurely he 

V2) * ſhall be * ſwallowed up. - | 
Pexitas abſer®= Of that which is called God{(ſaith a Learned Ancient) 
=". Neceſt ſenſws, nec ratio, nec judicium, nec phantafia, nec 
 Dioyſ.Areopa ppintio - Neither ſence, reaſon, judgement, phanſic, or 
opinion can comprehend him. 
* Bu prop Andthe ſame Avuthorin an Epiſtle to Caius the Monk 
us ad dew #- hath this d:vine paſſage, * By how much the nearer we 
ſrendimus, comets God, the more clearly we know him to be above all 
__ we kno _ : gait 
e ſupra Bradwardine brings in ſeveral Philoſophers . giving ſc» 
by " veral deſciip:ions of wy Jophers, giving 
OnFrkis, Deus eft- qui ſola ignor antia mente concipitur : 
» \* £5 | 


God 
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falls infiately ſhort of him: And therefore we beſt know- 
ms when we-come moſt fully ro'ſee rhat he: cannor- 
nown. 

Another this, Dea eſb tencbre : poſt' oinnems liarems in' 
mente relifie , That darkneſs or 1enorance that is left inthe 
mind after all4ts light : 1 conceive hemeant, chavwhir a 
man comprehends of God,thar is not God, bur that which 
ys above-him, hidden-in'thedarkifrom him, tharis 


And Plato ſpeaks thus of him: The maker of this Oni- 
verſe it is as hard to find out, as having found out to ſpeak 
worthily of him, 

But to leave his Divinity which doth over-match'all 
finite underſtanding, we ſhall deſcend ro his Hwmanity, 
and;ſo.we ſhall find-him wonderful, 

2« Incheſccond place as Man; He was indeed a 'mas, 
burche Phenix of the world,and None:ſuch,;a wonderful 
man. | 

Wonderfalin his Conception, formed ' by the imme= 
diate" fager--of the Spirir, without the concurrence 
of any natural Plaſtique power from man; which Devid 
in his own-perſon as the'type ſpeaks of, Pſal.139. 14. 1 
ny fearfall, and wonderfaly = And gory it ”_ 

aid'wo: the Yirgin Mary, The power-of t \High 
overſbadow thee; to.imply,; that (Chriſt ow ro be 
formed jn a-derk, hidden, and wyſterious way wi 
And ſo + nt man wonder ful in wiſdom; His ifdons / 
was wonderful boch in tc{ſpe&tof the conveighenre of it 
caxtent,and perfection of ity) >> > 1 119014 


and:eh 
Firſt; for the.comveighence; noxatizined 
yel, and mn ledge: 


Oh PR 
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_ ordinarilyare :but immediatly deſcending upon him in 
the light of the Drvinity z, the Colbead opening ie ſelf 
upon him, and pouring forth ## ſelf into him. And 
therefore the Baptiſt tels us, that what Chriſt ſaw and 

Jeh.3.3z, Heard, that berteſtified : "He ſaw and heard: alin God , 
| which made the people to wonder at him; faying, 
Whence hath this man thu wiſdom, not having known let- 
ters ? Mark 6.2, 
- amgas þ For the perfedtion: of it ; all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge were hid in him; when he was but 
a child, he was found. in the Temple, diſputing with the 
Dofors, and putting them to ſilence; and we often read, 
that when the Scribes and Phariſes, and Doors of the 
Law came to<ntrap him, by the wiſdom of his anſwers 
he delivered himſelf, and ſent them away aſhamed. 
And ſo further, he was a man wonderful in power; 
What manner of man « this,{ay the people, that'the Winde 
and Seas obey him? Beloved, og look upon him 
ſpeaking to the devils, and they tremble ar his voyce ; 
{pcking to the dead, and they riſe; tothe graves, and 
c 
P 


ey open zdoth not this declarchim a man wonderful in 
wer. | 
He was alſo wonderful in his holineſs, 2 man withour 
the leaſt r/nFore of fin: and amidſt-all the tentations 
and defilements of this world round about him, yer kept 
himſelf «»ſpotted and pure, never departing from his F4- 
thers Will z never ſeeking himſelf in any oneaR, never 
ſo much as bcholding any obje& through a falſe and de- 
ceitful notion, 

And all divine and heavenly perfettion and vertwes did 

ſhine forth in a wonderful manner in him ; wonderful pat 


ence, ſtrange humility, unconceiveable apes, alan 
kinantſs, and goodneſs, | 


We. 


We might add alſo how Rx ar his 
death, when as the rocks rewt, the graves opened, the dead 
aroſe, and darkneſs was upon the face of the earth: which 


made a learned man in thoſe times, cry out *, Either God + ; .; 0:74 


ſuffers, or doth ſympathize with him that ſuffers. 


Burthirdly, Confidering him as God-man, fo we ſhall ” 
again find wonderful things in him. Herein Gereral, you roopagite 
may ſee the Eternal God, coming down into the loweſt Yd: Tertul. 
depth of debaſement and humilicy, and frail man raiſed ©" 


up-intothe higheſt pitch of dignity and glory ; ſothar, as 
Divinity could not well ſtoop lower z fo-ncither could 
Hwmanity be raifed higher. 

I. Firſt, Here we ſee, a poor low*Creature, made one 
perſon with the higheſt God 5 two natures infinitely di- 
ſtant, yet ſo wonderfully uniced as to make one perſon. To 
ſcerthe Elements of differing and contrary qualities; to 
meet together in one compound body;to ſec the ſoul thar 
is of a ſpiritual ſubſtance, to be in ſo near affinity and 
.conjunit;on with an earthly body, is ſtrange ; butro ſee 
God and man met together in one. Perſon, is ſuch amy» 
ſeery, that neither men nor Angels can comprehend. 

So that by vertue of this #1108, the properties of the 
Godhead are aſcribed to the Manboed ; as to be Infinite, 
Omaipatent, &c, And, the properties of the Manhood 
are. attributed to the Godhead; as to ſhed blood, dye, 
and ſuffer, and the like. 

Yea, for the Creator to become a Creature; for the 
Eternal Spirit to be made Fleſh; for the Holy God to be 
made Sin ; the Ever-bleſſed God, to be made a Curſe z the 
 ſrong God to become weak ; the-Lord of Lift to dye: for 
. riches and poverty, glory and ſhame, ſtrength and * 

weakneſs, righteouſneſs and fin, fulneſs and empri- 
nels to meet thus together in this -«xion, is fuch a 


D 2 Myſtery F 


dl 
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Incarnatio, eft 
elevatio totins 


fy enanns up-all/finite Underftandings. | 

2. And Secondly, In this #n/0» again, we ſee Heaven 
and Earth:embracing ;' and-that ewo ways. \Firſt by 
way- of Reconciliation, Chriſt in the natwe* of man, 
doth reconcile man and this whole-Creatronto the Fa- 
ther, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col.r.20. By himroveroncile 
all chings 10: bimſelf, whether they be things 1# earth, or 
things in heaven. Secondly,by way of #n/on; man bei 

made one with God, who'1s in' himfelf a bez le world 
this whole Creations come alſointoa\anion with God : 
Chriſt clothing himfelf with our xarere, was,/ina'man- 
ner, inveſted with the whole Creation,and all his works 
did do him Homage and Service, and bring in praiſe and 
glory-to him. in: che Man Chrift Feſws. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks forth this Myſtery, Epb.1.10.Tbat in the diſpenſati- 
03 of the fulneſs of times, he might gather together in one, all 
things which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
him, And, learned Cajetan, ſpeaks thus; ſaith he, The in- 


univerſ in dj. 687 nation of Chriſt, i the lifting up of the whole "Univerſe 
vinam perſ0- tnto the Divine perſov. 


nam, 


3. Thirdly,[n this #»ion,we fee Man in the ſover aignty. 
and power of God : 'Man, exercifing power and domi- 
nion over all the works of God ; for the Humanity doth: 
co-operate with. the Divinity in fwaying the Sceprer, 
both of heaven and carth, Math.28.18. All power i 24- 
ven unto me, both in Heaven and in Earth. And is nor this 
wonderful, to {ee our Natere, fitting: upon the Throne of 
God, and raigning in the ſame authority and (ſove- 
raignty with the Eternal God ? 

4: Fourthly, Inchis «non, we yer ſee further wanders," 
we ſecthe wonderful perfe ions of Almighty God ſhining 
forth in the higheſt and cleareſt diſcoveries of themi- 


fclves ro the world. Though God's wihwderfol in al 
his 


—_—_ 
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his works#his fabrirb of Heavenand Barth isa'wonder- 


ful-piece, and-much of Gods'glory appears in ir;yer no- 
_—_ is he ſofully and-glorioufly dectared fs the 
Man Chriſt:Jeſus : fo:thar rhe Angels themſelves, as ic 
were, paſſing+by the Teſt of Gods works,: do efpecially 
gaze. thate diſcoveries that- God 'hath made of 
himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt :'wo read,'1/ Pet/1. 12.-Epheſ.3. 
-10. whether ye-ſpeak of 'Mercy,: or'of Travh,;'or-of Purt- 
ence, or of Faſtice, or.of Power; or of Wiſdom':* all theſe 
inarn emmerrand aſtomfbing way ſhine forth in irhe Man 
Chriſt -Jefus. Thus we have ſhewed him- firſt wondet- 
ful in his perſon, - 

2.Inthe ſecond place,we ſhal preſent him wonderful in 
his Offices, as King, Prieſt, and Prophet : And it is fomc- 
what, woxderful- to ſee theſe three formally ro 'metr in 
cheir bigheſt perfeion in one andthe ſame perſon; Ael- 
ehizederk, was a King and a Prieſt ; Solomon a King and 
a Prophet, Samvel a Prieſtand a Prophet , but we read of 
none in whom all theſe offices did formally meet roge- 
ther, bur in Chriſt alone. = 

1. But to:conſider them diſtin2#ly : 

Firſt, He is a wonderful King ; wonderful in reſpe@tof 
outward meanneſs; agreat King, and yet in the meaneſt 
garb, in the loweſt ſtate ; borna King, and yet laid'in a 
Manger ; a King, and yet hail not where to lay hu head / a 

- King, and yet riding upon a poor filly Aſs : In nothing 
was he like the X/zgs of this world. The Thiefe upon 


the Croſs, defires him, ro remember him when he came 


into bis Kingdoms :. co\mhom, I- remember Auguſtine 
* -make$theſe oo} Interrogatories,” 0' thief, what ts pr 


thou ſee ? Doſt thou ſee any other Cray on his head, but 
Thorns * anyother Scepter in hu hand,\but nailes #- 


3 


Throne, but a Croſs ? apy; Purple, bus Blood 7 ; 
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but Executioners ! Again, A ftrange King, if you look 
upon his aointing: T he Spirit was that o/ wherewirh 
he was 4nnointes of God : and the Scepter he ſways is a 
ſirange Scepter ; other Scepters are of gold and filver, 
bur Chriſts Scepter is, the word of bu mouth , by this, 
he ſlays the wickea, deſtroys the Man of fin, ſubducs. the 
hearts of men to_ himſelf :; other Scepreys only reach the 
outward man,but this purs forth its authority in the ſoul: 
by it he writes bis Law inthe heart, which no other King 
can do: This Scepter not only ls, but makes al:ve; nor 
only. wounds, bur heales:not only lays commands on men, 
but gives heart and power to obey thole Commands, 
which no other Sceprer can do. 

Again, He'ls a ftrevge Kinziit ye look upon the nature 
of his Kingdom, which conlifts -not in ourward pomps, 
magnificence and ſtate, worldly honors, riches, and de- 
lights as the Kingdoms of this world, but in righteon 
neſs, peace, andjoy inthe boly Ghoſt 1 Its Power, Majeſty, 
and. Glory, is ſcr- up and appears in the hearts of men. 
Neither is it carried on ina way vi{ble to ſenſe, for it 
comes not with obſervation, bur ſecretly and filently with- 
out noiſe or tumule #p{innates its ſelf into the ſpirits of 
men, and is ſubduing the world before it, This King- 


dom in times of want, ſuffering, and perſecution, 


when the Kingdoms of this world are. whithering 
and falling, is then uſually in che moſt rifing and florith» 
ing State, neither is it upheld by the power of ſword, 
weapons of war, the Amthority and Laws of Princes, bur 
by the power of the Zrernal Spirit, by the word of Chriſts 


mouth, and that when the powers of this world have ge- 


nerally ingaged againſt ic, | 

2. Secon-1;;, It you look upon his Prieſthood, He is 
wonderful Prieft; He is ſoa Prieft, as that he is alſo _s 
n 4 Ailar 
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Altar and the Sarrifice : the Sacrifice 'is the Humanity, 
the Altar is the Divinity ; the Prieff is both theſe in 
cheir union; for he himſelf as God-may, offers up himſelf 
as man,upon himſelf as God. 

Iris ſaid, 7»dges 3. 19, that in the Sacrifice which 
Manoah offered up'tothe Lord, The Angel of God. did 
wonderonſly : The Angel aſcended inthe flame of the Altar ,, 
which did repreſent Chriſt offering up himſelf as a Sa- 
crifice, inthe flame of his own love, and the fire of his 
Fathers wrath; In which Sacrifice he did indeed do 
wonderouſly, made an end of ſin, brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, reconciled man and the whole Crextion-un- 
to his Father, and for ever perſeited them that are ſaritHi-", 
fied: Other Prieſts had an outward conſecration, andiat- 
ing, waſhing, outward ornaments and attire, as a Mitre, 
Breaſtplate, Urim aud Thummim , an embroidered 
coat, an'Ephod and Girdle, &c. but Chriſt had none of 
theſe, and yer hadall theſe ina ſpiritual and cranſcen- 
dent way. 

3- Thirdly, as a Prophet, he was wonderful alfos ſuch a- 
Prophet as hath his chair in the hearts of men :- A'Pro- 
phet that not alone preſents divine truth to us, bur gives 
light and underſtanding for the.receiving of the truth 
he doth preſent: A Prophet that not only feats out 
crutch, but brings the ſoul under the power and obedience of 
what he ſpeaks ; that #xites:truth and the ſoul together, _ 


and transforms it into the very nature of it : Yea, heis mg ph 


both the Teacher and Truth taught. This is the excel- my. 
lency of Theology above all other Sciences ; That the 
perſon teaching, and the thing taught, are both one and 
the ſame. Thus we have ſhewedhhim wonderful in! his- 


Offices. | 
_ Laſtly, He is alſo wenderf#l in his works FOES: 


_ 


24. 


Opa Wouder. _ 


fieſt;-of.the works of Creation, . hi-wonderfulneſs ſhines. 
forth here ; There isact rhe leaſt rrearare burſpeaksom 
this/Nawe. of his, And here-I might; lead-you into the: 
hidden ſecrets of Nature, and tead-youn large: LeQure- 
of Natural Philaſophy were it. a work. ſurable to rhis 
place-and Auditory: "And further, T might carry-you 

along ithrough the works of Provi .and ſhewyou 
the/ wonderful ' adminiſtration of the things of this 


world ; with what admirable Wiſdom, Trh, Faſtice | 


and Goodneſs, they arcall manag z epery Providence, 
though never ſo-ſtrange, uncouth, and improbable, yer 
by Jeſus Chriſt made co centre in his Fathers glory, and 
his Cherchesr good. 

An#fo.we might paſs ro the work of Redemption, and 
ſhew you how wonderfully be hath raiſed up ſalvation 
to his people. How, wonderfully Satan is conquered, fin 
dane away, righteouſneſs brought in; Faſtice ſauisfied : all 
the deſigns + God, and the neceſsities of man fully an- 
ſwered in this elorious work. Would you -ſce- the 

Myſtery of itt in one word, iis this, God comingidown 
inzo'|Communien with manin his fin, ſhame, weakneſs 


and / miſery z and then drawingup man'into Communion 


with himſclf in his own Rightcouſnefs, Power, Blefſ- 
ſedneſs and Glory r God departing for a ſeaſon our'of 
his Glexy, and. then riſing-upinto it again, and- car- 
rying maninto.the ſame. glory with” himſelf; as -Arbe--- 
Baſins boldly: exprefleth i, ©: b. wyprev ard ares bot uu; os 


izvry dic, God was made man, that man might be dtified- 


in him{clf. 
And when he comes-aRually ro bring forth' thisve- 


demption withi #to accompliſh the- work” of Jo: 
ma in G5 here or IS wor denſer maſt 
ſers up a] 4 ay m 
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of thar thick darkneſs that befar@gid cover us y'whenhe 
come$.and, opens the dvor. of. mans heare rhat- was faſt 
ſbur up againſt him , turns che wi$-and the affetiions inco 
quite contrary channels, yea, turns upfide down the 've- 
ry frame ind foundation of corrupt nature; throws:down 
the powers of darkneſs , diſſolves alt the works of the devil, 
and ſets up a new Creation purely upon. a new bottom, 
execth a beautiful fruFure of righreouſneſs:and hol 
neſs, and a ſpiritual Temple to the Lord; in themidſtof 
that rubbiſh of confuſion, deſolation, and diſorder thar 
was there before, and all this by the meer power: of 
his word; He that doth theſe things, his name'is and 
ſhall be called wonderful. y \ © facts, 
Theſe things I briefly paſs over, that I mightingtbe 
ro06 much ſtraitned in the Application, where I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething further of them. | 'F 


Application, 


Yſe. 1. This tnay firſt ſerve for Invitation, todraw 
in ſquls co Jeſus Chriſt : Fuſt,. you chat-are ſtrangers; 
nie thinks: your hearts. ſhould be powerfully drawnro 
Chriſt ,. by chat diſcovery wt have now made of him. 
Things wonderful,cvery man. hatha ſecret natural-irch: 
and appctice ro be prying into , . and. inquiring after. 
Things common and ordinary , we flight and paſs by:;z: 
bur what is wonderful , that we-arc'apt ro gaze ipan. 
Whenthe Ss: is eclipled,though then ic hath lefſer glo-: 
- ry, yer becauſe there Ip DS Bhat in that 
ance , Bev favs eyc is turned upon it: So, although 
when wet gut ROOM « beauty, of Chtiſt, and: 
efideayourty ſer this befor: you., . your ſouls are normo-: 
ved rent s him, FX $9 | (WE you thereis a. 
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wonderfulneſs in him, pter this draw your eys and your 
hearrs to him : Many men are of contemplative ſpirits, 
who delight ro enquire into the knowledge of things 
hidden and ſecret ; here in Jeſus Chriſt arc the higheſt 
myſteries,and rhe greateſt rarities that Heaven and Earth 
can afford. Was not this that which drew the Queen of 
Sheba from the uttermoſt parts of the Earth , the reporc 
which ſhe heard of the wonderful wiſdom of King Sole- 
wor? And do not ſtories rell us, that men came from 
all parrs of the earth ro behold the rare beauty of Penc- 
lope ? Bur yet, lo, A greater then Solomon i here , one in 
whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledec, 
and a beauty which that of Penelope was ſcarce a ſhadow 
of. Oh that men wauld come co feed and to feaſt their 
ſouls in the contemplation of thoſe rare excellencies,de- 
lights and perfeRions, which are treaſured #p in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Yea, here are all perfe#ions, not only to gaze upon, 
but to be improved for your ſalyation and happinels. 
Here is wonderful mercy (hal be improved to pardon thecy 
wonderful grace to accept andeenitertain thee : wondrous 
goodneſs to relieve and ſupply thee : wonderful power to 
redeem and ſupport thee : wonderful wiſdom to inſtrut 
and guide thee :- and wonderful holinieſs to adorn and 
— thee :- and wonderful fulneſs ro fill and ſatisfic 
thee. [IT 's 
And asfor you who already know him , ſecing he is 
wonderful, be you ſtill ſearching and enquiring into bimy 
his Perſon, his Offices, his Works , for in all he is wonder- 
ful. Things that are' wonderful, have a beighth, depth, 
and bredth in them, not eafily diſcovered : and the fur- 
ther we ſearch into this great myſterie , the Lord Jeſus, 


the more will /his wonderfutyeſs ſhine forth upon po | 
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glory inthem 
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And though we may ſecan end ofall created. perfettion 
y ct in him there is ſtill a perfeion beyond our reach of ; 


entertain our admiration. . Selowon doth adviſe us to 
after wiſdom as ſelver, and to ſearch after. her «« hidden 
treaſure > This wiſdom is our Zord Feſw, in whom all 
the treaſures of heavenare hidden and hid up; and are 
diſcovered unto thoſe ſpirits'that are in the powcr-and 
light of God ſearching into them : The Apoſtle in the 
third tothe Ephef. having ſpoken in the beginning of 
the Chapter of the great myſterie of Chriſt which was hid 
in God, comes to pray in ver, 18. that the Epheſians 
might be able with all Saints to comprebend what is the 
heighth, depth, length and breadth : In natural things 
there axc but three dimenſions, /exgrh, breadth and depth : 
bur here ate fear for Saints ro be daily exerciſed inthe 
comprehending of. 

Ohchar therefore you would bend your thoughts hi- 
ther, and fix your contemplation upon the monders of Je- 
ſus Chriſt ! Eſpecially conſidering, that Chriſt hath 
this name Wonderfal given him in order ro your ſulvati- 
en,and as he is:the Saviour of his people : So that you do 
bur diſcover the treaſures of your own comfort , happi- 
nefsand glory, while youare enquiring and ſearching 
into him. As you finde him a rich Mine,and «nſeirchable - 
riches treaſured up in him : ſoare they a{ laid out upon 
your ſalvation. . As the ge of your ſoul goes before, 
and makes diſcovery , ſo Faith, the hand of your ſoul, 
may follow after, and take hold of whar is diſcovered. 
He that is heir apparent to the Crown, looks upon the 
Majeſty, Roya 2 and Riches of the King, with another 
eyethen a weer Rranger z the one: may ga{e upon them, 
and woader; bur the other doth behoſd chem as in 
propriety, and ſo dothſecrerly poſſeſs them ; ' rejoyre an 
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Yſe 2. If the Lord Jeſus be thus wonderful, then ler 
not circamſcribe and limit him s not confine and meaſure 
him by our #«rrow underſtanding ; ſeeing he i in every 
reſpe& wonderful. And, 

1. Take heed of limiting his Perſon,by framing mean 
and low conceptions of thoſe immenſe perfeions that arc 
in himſclf : we are apt to conceive of him, by what we 
ſee inthe creature, and to meaſure the 1nfinite by the fi- 
nite : his infinice beauty, mercy,ſweetneſs,and wiſdom 
by what we ſce of theſe among the creatures below : In- 
dced Jeſus Chriſt hath all theſe perfeF#ions of the crea- 
rure in himſelf, bur in ſuch an eminent and tranſcendent 
manner , as no created underſtanding can reach. To 
whom will you liken the Lord, ſaith the Prophet, or what 
likeneſs will you compare unto him? I{4.40, 18, And there 
is »othing that can be compared to him, in Heavenor 
Earth' : And therefore when thou falleſt down before 
him to worſhip him, take heed of repreſenting him cothy 
ſelf under any created form, leſt thou worſhip an 1dol ſer. 
up in thy brain inſtead of God. $# quis viſo Deo , cogno- 
wit id quod vidit, non illum vidit , (aith a Learned man : 

Thou that ſayeſt, thou ſceſt God, if thou doſt Compre- 
bend what thou ſeecſt, thou ſeeſt not God, for he is infi- 
nicely above all comprehenſion. 

2. Take heed of limiting him in teſpe& of his work- 
ing, for he is herein alſo wonderful : Which ſpeaks our 
three things : 

I. Preſcribe him not his way , diate not to him his 
method, for if we do, we limit him : He will accompliſh 
his own deſigns and end , but haply in ſuch a way as 
thou didſt never imagine : for, he is&wonderful. Who 
bath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his Counſellor 
bath taught bins ? (aich the Prophet, Innothingis God 
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more wonderful, then in the path and method wherein he 


walks : Andthis is that which many forward Profeſſors 
in our dayes have been offended art ,, having preſcribed 
ro God his way, wherein they intended to follow him, 
he chopſing out another-way to himſelf, they have then 
deſerted him, and departed from him, 

2. Again, do not diſtruſt him, for then we limic him : 
As the I{raclites thiis limited God ,, Can God (ſay they) 
prepare 4 Table in the wilderneſs ? Can he give us water 
in this dry and thirſty Land « We forget this name of his 
in the Text, when ever we diſtruft him : we ſay indeed 
that he is Almighty,and Al-ſufficient,but when we come 
into ſuch extremitics that Almightineſs muſt help us or 
nothing, how do our hearts faint and die within us 2 He 
is wonderful in Counſel to guide thee, in Power to ſupport 
thee, in Mercy to pardon thee, in Goodneſs to ſupply thee; 
and therefore diſtruſt him not. Thou haply ſeeſt the 
work of thy ſalvation encountred with great difficulties, 
and ſtrong oppoſition, and great mountains laid inthe 
way of $zons glory : yet let the remembrance of this 
name of his ſupport thy faith againſt them all. 

3- Donot cenſure him: when he hath pur thy reaſon 
roa ſtand, and is quite gone our of thy fight, and is do- 
ing his work under the dark clouds, that thou canſt not 
ſee him, and where thou wouldſt /caft look for him, cen- 
ſure him not: for, he is wonderful. He will anſwer the 
prayers of his people, and work out the ſalvation of Sion, 
but in a way that few ſhall be ableto bear. 

We have crycd and prayed for 7uſtice,for Reformation, 


for the Kingdom of Chriſt, the throwing down the Man of - 


Sin : but tew of us knew what indeed we prayed for ; 
and therefore when God hath been giving in theſe 
things to us,though not according to our epprehenſions of 
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"them, the ſame zeal -hath been improved againſt them 


as was before for them, Ie 
And ſo we now pray for the converſion of pal pr +: 
bur happy is #hat mar that ſhall be able to ſtand to his 
own prayers, when God ſhall come to effed# this; for 
it will be ſath « time of trouble, as hath never been ſince 
there 4s a Nation, as Daniel (peaks, Dan.12. 1. And the 


' work may be done in ſuch a way, as that thoſe menrhat 


have prayed for it, may then oppoſe it. I know many 
men who now pray for the converſion of the Jews,and 
yet would be ready to oppoſe their coming to live a- 
monegſt us; which may yet {.cm to be the moſt proba- 
ble way of cftcRing it, ; 

Uſe 3. If Jeſus Chriſt be wonderful, ler us learn to 
have high. expefations of him , et this give life to our 
hopes, and wings to our faith : thou haſt great works to 
be done within thee, great corruptionsto be ſubdued ; 
great temptations conquered ; great wants to be ſupplicd z 
and ſo there are yet great works tg be done inthe world, 
the peace of Six ro be eſtabliſh:d,. the throne of the 
Beaſt ro be demoliſhed, the 1 atzens to be called and ga- 
thered, the Goſpel to be propagated, Gog and Magog to 
bedeſtroyed , judgement and righteouſneſs to be {erled 
in the Earth ; that mothing but wanderful power and 
wiſdom is able, to accompliſh theſe things ; yer, let our 
expectations be kept up tethe heighth, for here is One 
whoſe name is Wonderfal, is ingaged in them: And we 
ſhall ſee this name of his, written upon the inflruments 


- whereby he works, and upon the method wherein he 


walks, and upon the glory and perfection of the works 
themſclves when they arc brought to paſs , His works 
all along ſhall ſavor of this name of his. 
OurexpeRation of a perſon,. is uſually, according to 
| his 
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may Sins then expet# from ſuch a wonderful perſon, as 
Jeſus Chriſt, and who will #22rave this Name of his 


Icis ſaidof Chriſtart his glorious appearance,that _ 
all 


him. Therefore let us ſet apart ſome time, every day, 
ro go up into this mount of viſion, retiring our ſclves from 
our ſelves, and all things vifible and ſecular, and divine- 
ly ga{e upon theſe wonderful things of Jeſus Chriſt, 
till we find a ſweet amazement (eizing upon all the powers 
of the ſoul, and carrying them forth into a divine exta- 
fie. And, 

Firſt, Look upon his perſox, and wonder there , look 
upon him firſt, in the glory of his Divinity, and loſe thy 
fe init, as in a ſes of ſweetneſs and pleaſures: purſue 
chy thoughts, till chou arriveſt at i»fnity, and there de- 
light to loſe thy ſelf 5 tor the more thouknoweſt of God, 
the more ſhalt thou be berrer able ro ſee, that he is above 
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: The mind of man hath zhree degrees of the knowledge 
of God, as a Learned man hath obſerved. In the firf 


© Regree it uſeth many words of God ; inthe ſecond fewer; 


inthe third »oze ar all, bur is ſtricken dumb with (ilence ; 
as ſeeing all words falling infinitely ſhort of him: As Fob, 
he was at his ft diſcourſe with God fell of words, 
whiles he knew him only by the hearing of the Ear ;, bur 
afrcera more clear fight and knowledge, words fail him, 
and he lics down dumb at the feet of God, ſaying, Once 
have 1 ſpoken, but 1 will no more; yeatwiſe,but 1 will proceed 
»o further, Job 4o.5. 

That yow may be upon ſome advantage for this hea- 
yenly Work ; we ſhall briefly ſer ſome of the divine 
perfedtions of Chriſt before you; and-then forbear won- 
dring if you can. | 

Firſt, Look upon his Knowledge, and wonder ; his 
knowing all things paſt, preſent, and ro come, opex and 
ſecret, certain, and contingent ; that which ſhall be, that 
which ſhall zever be; and all this not by ſpectes, or infor- 
mation from others, but immediately 6y himſelf ; not 
by ſucceſsion, but all at once, not by diſcourſe or reaſon, 
bur in one ſimple intuitive aft : what wonderful knowledge 
is this ! 

Then look upon his 1Immenſity, and wonder, being 
one who containeth all things, and yet is contained of no- 
thing : comprehendeth all things, and yet is himſelf ix- 
comprehenſible, whom the heavens, yea, the heaven of hea: 
Vens cannot contain , whoſe centre ts everywhere, and ciy- 


cumference nowhere, 2s an Heathen ſpeaks of God ſo; 
that his preſence is 4 much with one. creature 48 with, 
at, and withall & withone, is as much in one. place: 
as all; in all places as one : what a worderful perſon is. 


this! | | 
| And 
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Teſus Cirif, the great Wo nder, 


And ſo look upon his Eternity and wonder.” Eternicy 
fas the Schools define it) is, Interminabils, & tors fimul 
vite poſſeſsio; The poſſeſsion of an endleſs life all at once. 
Time it is Nanc 7 4 but Eternity is Nunc ſtans, an 
everlaſting moment , whereby,Chriſt (confidered as God) 
poſſeſſerh his own exdleſs life in one moment : ſo thar, 
there is nothing paſt to him, nothing futare, bur both parts 
of Eternity (as Divines ſpeak ) -and all things that have 
been, are,or ſhall be berwixt theſe two parts are analy 
preſent, and that continually before his face. 

Then turn your eyes, and look upon him in his Sim- 
licity, and wonder ; In the Divinity(which we are now 
peaking to) there is no manner of diviſion, compoſition, 

or alter:ty at all ; though wt are ready both to divide, 
it, and compound it through the weakneſs of our under- 
ſtanding z here Wiſdom is the ſame thing with Power, and 
Power with Juſtice, and Fuſtice with Mercy : nay, there is 
not matter and form, atiws & potentia, eſſence and opera- 
tiowin him : the = by which he as, and the 4& ir 
ſelf,arc all one in God. As God loving himſelf, the loving, 
the loved, and the /ove, that is the band of both, is all, 
but one and the ſame thing. | 

And laſtly,to go no further here: look upon him in his 
Eminency and wonder,as having all the perfeFionsofeve- 
ry creature, from the higheſt co the loweſt Zminently in 
bimſelf, chey being af bur dark beams of thar divine glo- 
ry whereof he is the Sun from which they proceed, and 
upon which they do depend, andare infinitely, as in the 
firſt cauſe comprehended in himſelf. As Xewxis, whenthe 
drew the Pifture of Heleza, bad all the beautiful Vir- 
gins of Greece before him;and whatever ſtamp of beauty 
or comlineſs he ſaw in any,put all into thar one Picture: 
ſoallthe ſeveral ſtamps and Eg beauty which 
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are ſcatzered-up and down through the whole Creati- 
on, are all gathered. up in a tranſcendent manner in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And to look lower, down upon his Humanity, and 
there wonder at thoſe rare perfettions and eminent graces 
that dwell in it : look upon z# as the Repreſentative of all 
the Saints, the Epriome of the whole Creation , behold 
"#t in that intimate and immediate conjunt70» ic hath 
with the Godhead: and here wonder to ſee how heaven 
and earth embrace : the Humanity raiſed infinitely high ; 
the Divinity ſtooping infinitley low : God coming down 
in this humanity unto us; and through it raifing us up unto 
himſelf, and his own bfe, bleſſedneſs/and-fulneſs, as we 
ſpake before ; - 

Any then pals on to his Works,and admire him there. 
irſt, the works of Creation, for this name of his in the 
Text is viſibly written there : here are as well myſteries 
for admiration, as cauſes for reaſon, even ſuch as have 
n0n- pa the deepeſt Philoſophers, and the ableſt Huma- 
wiſts : {o that the creatures are not (as the Papiſts ſay of 
cheir Images) 1diotarum l;bri, books for 1diots only, but 
Cabinets of wonders for the higheſt Schollers and Chri- 
ftians to admire. David ſpeaking of theſe works of God, 
in the 104.P/al. His heart was [o ful, that he is faint in 
che midſt of his diſcourſe to ftavd ſtill, and wonder, ſay- 

ing, as in the 24. yerl. 0. Lord, how manifold are t 
works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them all. And Elihs calls 
upon 7ob, Chap, 37. 14. Hearken, 0 Job, and ftill, and 
conſider the wonderful works of God. And God preſenting 
theſe before him, drove him into a ſpeechlefs filence g 
a5 we read, Fob 40.4. 1will lay my hand upon my mouth. * 
Agir, Prov. 30. 4+ looking upon the Creation, 


wonders 4 the Creat0r; Who hath aſcended up inta heaven, 
| - 
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Teſus Chriſt, the greit Wander: 


or deſaended , who hath gathered the wind with bis fiſts, who 
hath bound the waters in a garment, who bath eſtabliſhed all 
the ends of the earth ? What is his name, or his Son name, 
if thou canſt tell? And give me leave by way of imitati- 
on of this holy man, po propound ſome queſtions ro 
out, 

f What i it that props up the heavens that they fall vat. and 
what hidden wertue or quality wherles them about jin ſuch 
a rapid and regular motion ? Whence s it ? That the Sup, 

Moon, and Stars ſend thtir light, beat, and influence down- 

ward, when it is more natural for light and heat to aſctnd 
wpward? What i it? that gives the Rain-bow its various co- 

lonrs,and bends it throurhthay ky like a bowe? What is that? 

which thunders in the clouds, and ratleth like a Chariot ih 

the heavens ? Whence hath the wind its farce, and dut of 
what treaſury i it brought forth ? 

And to come yer lower : Whereapon are the foundations 
of the earth faſtened; and what Axel tree bears up the bur- 
then of it ? Whence is the ebbing and flowing of the ſta; and 
why do mot the proud waves thereof over flow the bancks, 
hen as they riſe many degrees above them?! Whoſe power 
and wiſdom hath done all theſe things, what is his name, 
#r his (ons name, if thowcanſt tell ? 

Make this heavenly advantage of your Country bonſes, 
4s ro admire the wonders of God thar ſhine forth there 
round about you. Every Flower in the Garden, Tree in 
the Orchard,thoſe ſeyeral beauties wherewith rhou ſeeſt 
the Earth bedecked, may reprefent this wonderful one Je- 
ſus Chriſt in a delightful appeararcerothee : who is the 
ſweetneſs of all things ſweet + the beauty of all. thin 


 $tantifal : the glory of all things eloriow., Yea, whio is 
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roots do originally ſpring.” And all thac multiplicity, dis, 


verſity, contrariety Which is ſeen in things here below,do 
meet inthe greateſt ſimplicity and wnity in him : for it is 
wnity that brought forth plurality : and all plurality is. 
eminently comprehended in w/ty. And rherefore, fce- 
ing Feſws Chriſt hath as it were multiplyed hioſelf into 
ſuch variow beauties, forms, and images, let us by theſe 
riſe up abovetheſc, unto himſelf who is al,and fapnieel 
more then al ;heſe. And endeavour in'the moſt ſimple - 
and abſtraFcd ats of the mind, to.cloſe with him,who is 
the moſt ſimpleand abſtraFed being z aſcending from the 
finite rothe infinite, fromaghe viſble,co the inviſible, 
from the corruptible coxhilt whi hp | 

And then, paſs pn to tht works of Providence , and 
wonder 474in here © Providence, it is Ordinatio rerum ad ' 
finem , as Aquinas ſpeaks : And-it is wonderful to ſee 
how providence doth ſweetly diſpoſe of all chings to their 
proper ends. As, we fee in aWatch,the wheels are many, 
their motions various and contrary ; that an unskilful 
man ſees no 76 or methodin them : but the wiſe Arti: 
ficer ſces method and reaſon in all. So divine providence, 
in a ſecret and inviſible way , guides the ſeveral, croſs, 
and interfering motions of the creature, with much 0rder 
and harmony, to their duc and proper end. 

And hereI might lcad you back into the Story of for- 
mer times, and ſhew you the woxders of providence in 
the ſeveral Ages of the world, and in what a range 
wethod it hath carrycd on the affairs of the Nations : 
eſpecially thoſe thar have more iminediatly referred to 
his Church , how wonderfully it hath beenpreſerved, as 


4 Lamb in the midſt of Wolves, as a litcle park of fire ig» 


the midſt of thoſe impetvwowe waves of perſecutionthat 
have every moment threatned to overwhelmhet'; Y: 
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Ieſus (lbrift, the great Wonder. 
and how in aJl. Ages, God. hath made the malice and 
policy of her enemies to conduce to her farther ſpread- 
ing and riſing in the world. x. 
Bur we need go zo farther then our own Nation , and 
theſe latter years; wherein God hath carryed on the 
' affairs of his people, by acontinucd ſeries of wonders. ' 
To excirpate that Prelatical power that had ſo deeply 
rivered jr {clf into the bowels of the Nation , and yet the 
Nation ſtand, is wonderful, - 
' To raiſe-up the heads of a : few contemptible men , the 
People of Gad 18 thiyNation , called Puritans inthe dia+ 


44Y ” Py 


le# of Iite timeguag | under other diſguizes, 
to repreſent th Mi SO Wc. up theſe, and make 


them to become Fro TWOgheath 
*,. more and mightier in ourwarT ite 
again wonderful, >E''g 

And further, ro confider what nt aQs of Fuſtice 
have bgen done upon men of che Wo rank, of the 
oreateſt power, and intereſt. -. 

What changes have been made in Government , 
both Martial and Civil, putting both into new forms, 
and models ; and all this to be done- without the lofs 
and deſtruRtion of both, is, to conſidering men , ſtrange 

and wonderful. 

1 | Asalſoto behold what mighty Armies have been ſub- 
axed, what impregnable Forts gained , what deep and 
d e Plots diſcovered, what eminent Yi&ories at- 
chiggtd in England, Scotl eland : as ſcarce any Age 

report; (eſe laid rogether, may cauſe | 
us with aſt ent out, asit'isin Balaams Pro- 
pheſic, WhaFÞath God m—_—_ ! Whocan look upon Num. 23-33, 
theſe chings with an #»prejodiced ſpirit,and not fand ftidl 
and wonder 2 = _ \ 
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Teſus Chriſt, the great Wonder. 


And to you that are Saints experienced in the love of 
God, and the life of Chriſt , and the divine methods of 
grace, in your ſalvation, look hither, and wonder. 

Firſt, wonder at that mercy that hath pardoned rhee : 
confidering what a kind of thing fin is, how it ſtrikes at 
the very Authority, Dignity, Life, and Being of God: 
hoy it robs him of his glory, ſeeks ro wndermine him, in 
the great deſigns he is carrying on inthe world , makes 
Him a ſhadow, a meer nothing, ſetting up it ſelf, or ſome 
poor creature in bis Throne': I ſay, that God ſhould par- 
don ſuch athing as this : yea, thouſand thouſands, even 
an infinite number of (ins, anf-that freely , above the de. 
ſerr, and againſt the deſert of the \ [peaks ont his 
mercy wonderful. 

And wonder agaift. at thar grace which hath accepred 
thee,inthy rags, embraced thee, in thy blood, follow- 
ed ofter thee, when, ghou waſt running from it , laid hold 
onthce, and overture thee, when thou waſt fzhting 
againſt ir, 

And fo look upon his patience, and wonder at it, that 
did ſo long wait upon thee, bear and ſirive with thee, 
whiles thou waſt deſperately fehting againſt heaven, 


_ and wilfully 64arring »p thinc heart againſt rhe moſt bigh, 


And then look upon that tranſcendent happineſs,thoſe 
unutterable delights, dignities, prerogatives and perfei- 
ons which God hath provided for thee,, and beſtowed 
upon thee in Jeſus Chriſt ,, look on them eill thou art 
amazed before them, s... "=. 

And further, look within ae own nd wonder 
at the goings and workings of God: inte own heart: 
whart ſtrange /7novations he hath made within thee'; 
whiz glorious de/rverances he hath accompliſhr for theet 
When Chriſt was upon the Earth , he Agape + 
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Tejus Chriſt, the great Wonder. 
the blind , »n/opped the ears of the deaf + raiſed the 
dead, diſpeſſeſſed the devils, rebuked the wind, calmedthe 
ſeas, ſopped 1flues of blood, cleanſed the Leapers, &c. 
which the people beholding, inoneplace we read, they 
wondred greatly, in another, they were aſtoniſht with a great 
aſtoniſhment, inathird, ſaying, What manner of man is 
thu ? | 

So, canſt thou look within thee , and ſee all theſe 
works, and miracles wrought, inthine own heart ? let 
that gloriow power; that hath done theſe things, be won 
derfulto thee. | 


ave now ſaid, there are three ſorts of- 


And fromwh 
e reprowed. 


perſons juſtly 


1. Thoſe who in ſtead of wondring, do condemn and 
deride thoſe things that are wonderful ,. and which 
they cannot comprehend, as the Papiſls, Luthe- 
rans, Arminians do thehizh and ſecret work of divine | 
Predeſtination; The Celeſtines, and CM anichees the [ages 0 1 
Dodrine of Gods particular Providence : And ſomein” 3077 
our days have exploded the deep myſtery of the Trinity, 
as 2chaffy and abſurd Opinion : and fo the high myſteries . 
of the Goſpel, were laughed ar, as ridiculous and fooliſh Melior eft dee 
things, when they were preached by the Apoſtles tothe = rgenans 
world ; men meaſuring divine things by carndl reaſon, ria ſcientia, © 
comprehend them not , and fo tur» from them , wich 4 "3deverb?> 
offence or derifion. —_— — 

Not but thar all the rruths of heaven, and allthe 
wayes of Godlineſs are built upon the pureſt and ſub- 
limeſt reaſon in the world : and when reeſon in manis 
elevated and renewed into its primitive ſtate, and is not 


byaſſed or ſeducedby ficſhly-luſts, is ſuggeſts aothing 
| | | that - 


<a i... anti 


ids. tht M 


" Teſus Chrit the great Wonder, 


mas 
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that is repugnat to the Oracles of God, or inconſiſtenr 
with true Chriſtianity ; but Reaſon confidered as-inirs 


preſent ſitxation in the midſt of fefbly luſts, and debaſed . 


and degraded by the Fall, fo it diſcerns not the things of 
the Spirit, ner is it ſubjet? rothe Law of God, neither indeed 
can be. Lk 

2. Secondly, This ſerves alſo ro reprove the Carious, 
who dive into things abovetheir reach,and have an ear 
ro.hear where God hath not had a tongae to ſpeak, will 


venture to pry even intothe ſecrets of heaven, and beat 


their brains about unattainable , if not . unprofitable 
knowledge. Things above ws, we are rather to admire, 


rchen roo buſily inquire info : As gag doth modeſtly 
leavethat deep myſtery of the break; Pf the Jews, and 


grafting in of the Gentiles wich an © 2«92;, as we read, 
Rom. 11.33. Othedepth of the riches, of the wiſdom and 
knowleage of God ! and Dionyſius Aveop. reading the Book 
of the :Revelation,leftir ghus, Non reprobo quod non intelli- 
£0 ; ſed eo magus admiror, quo minus aſſequor , 1 do not rejett 
what 1 do not underſtand ; but the leſs 1 comprehend, the 
wore 1 wonder. 

And bere I might (though perhaps, not withouta lir- 
tle digreſſion) acquaint you with the frothy f.ncies,and 
vain d:/quiſitions of ſome of the Schoolmen, and other 
modern Writers: As, One will undertake to tell us what 
144 Our Savieurs diffuie among the Daitors : Another what 
be wrote with his finger upen the ground : athird, what be- 
came of Moſes his body ,, and where i lecall bell; and what 
langaage Saints ſhall ſpeak in heanen, and who ſhall ſit high- 
eft in heaven,end when is the day of Fulgement, and in what 
place the world ſhall be judged. When Peter a:ked our 
Seviour ſomewhat s curious queſtion concerning fohn, 


20h.21» 81, Andwhat fball.this man de? pgs x? 
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God hah i inf 
@ 26. im, a3 if there was wothiiig 1n_ him worthy rheir 
eons 


_ the Goſpel, i» whom. the ged '$ ed of _ this world hath blinded ; Wech | 


ig "I 5 Ciba + nb - 
him up ſomewhat roendly,in the next verſe, If Lwill vhat 
he tarry tH'T come, what i that tothte « follow thou me 
And fo rhe diſciples propounding a queſtion oof the like 
impart, A&.1.6. Lord, wilt then at this time reſtore ag ain 
the Kingdom to Iſrael y Jeſus Chrift gives them a che for 
ic, in the following wanks, It is not for you'ro know the- 
times and ſeaſons which 4he Father hath pot in his own 
power , {o far as we can fiad froting,ir is ſafe rowedezand 
fig ant is revealed, to ſearch, and leave forrebgegms 
ro him ro whom they do' properly belong 
- 3; Thirdly, and epeciefly, This ohvos ; forniſh prople 
among us, who though the Lord 7eſus is thus every way- 
wonderful, in aNeſors Offices, and Works, and though 
admifable way him(clf, 
h him; unto che world z yer 4 s him by, look wor. 


hts, or to be wondred at, 
Some are /zxorant of Jeſus Chriſt, have never ſer3- 
oufly (er chemſclves to-inquire into the deep myſteries of 


their eyes, that the light of the gloriows Gaſpel of Chriſt 
ſhints not upon them, bur live. as if thete was neither . 
Chriſt, nor Goſpel, nor Heaven;nor God mrthe world. And 
though be hath made b#/4 arm ſo-naked, in hismigh t - 
works among us yet hs op rhe him, orcaken notice 
of him - wor s ths ſadly complains inPſal. Ops | 
Gur Fathers - windirs" in Eggpt, crc. but 
provoked thee at i ſhetwin theres | 


and net the preſens | 
[papacy nr but & ;cheir marmurings, d 
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iL'b. de mundi 
#peficio, 


about their private ends, perſonal intereſts, raiſing theit 
eſtates, advancivg themſclves, and their children, and 
are ſo buried in the world, that they look not up to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ro admire thoſe divine wonders thay are evi- 

cently held forth in him. The Propher complains of 
ſome,Ifa.5.12. hat the Harp the Vrol,the Tabret, and wine 
are in their Feaſts,but they regard not the works of the Lord, 

mor conſider the operation of his hands. Men,whoſe eyes are 

bewitched and dazzeled with the inchanting ſplendor of 
earthly things,ared:ſabledfrom beholding and admiring 

the Spiritual glory of Jcſus Chriſt, and of hs works. 
Philo 7judews, {peaking of ſuch perſons, gives them this 
Charatter, Koo 1101 4 1200 1» 921 hors » ore aflmi- 
ring the world, then the maker of the world. God hath 
made the creatures, 3nd aH the beautics and delights of 
them to be as ſo many ſteps to raiſe men up to himſelf, 
and they determine their thoughts and affc ions «pon 
#hem, and riſe no higher, and fo ate ſpiritually guilty of 
that /49/a'ry which the Apoſtle chargeth upon the Hea- 
thens, Rom. 1. Who worſhipped, and ſerved the creature 
more then the Creator, God bleſſed for ever, Rom.1.25. 

But that we may now in the cloſe of all excize youto 
this heavenly work of. Admiration, we ſhall ſer it before 
you, both in the ſublmity, and the efficacy of it, that you 
may not look upon it as a faxcy, or a meer ſpeculation. 

1, Firſt, f r the ſ#bl:m:ty of it : This d:vine admir ati- 
#» is that a7 of the ſoul, which of all others doth moſt 
ſublimare and raiſcir. Ir is a kind of drvive rapture, 
wherein the ſoul is broughe ro ſee that which is ' inf- 


witely above all fight, and to enjoy that which is beyond 


all comprehenfon :.T he ſoul hath ever ſuch aclear fight 
of God & God, then when ſhe is rapr'#p higheſt, in the 
«<&miraiion of him : for ſo long as in our purſeits —_ 
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Jeſus Chriſt, the great Wonder. 
God in his being, or in his works, we comprehend whar 
we.purſue, we conceive him under ſome fm:re notion, and 
make but a creature of kim 5 bur, when the ſoul /oſerh 
ic ſelf in him, when all underſtanding ceaferh; and is 
filently wondring at what it cannot comprehend, and hes 
down aſton:ſht under the brightneſs of that glory it can- 
not behold ; now hath it a rude diſcovery, even of infinity, 
and incomprebenſibleneſs. 

Andthus the Saints in glory, though their ſpirirs-are 
raiſed, enlarged, fortified, that:they might be able rov res 
ceive living ſtreams of bliſs, pleaſures, and beauty that 
flow from the face of God; yet, there is ſomething (till 
in him ir finitely bggond what they receive, or can poſsibly 
comprehend, int95 which they are abſorpt, and ſwallowed 
vp, and enjoy it only by a. holy. amazement, and admi- 
ration of it; | . of 

2, But Secondly, look vpon it in the efficacy of it, thiy 
admiring Jeſus Chriſt, will, 

1. Enlarge, and open our-monuths in his praiſes, How 
natural is it He greatneſs and admired. excellency, to ſer 
the heart and rongue upon praifing! Out of rhe abundance 
of the heart the month ſpeaketh: If the heart be filled with 
anger, the tongue will be bizter. and inveRtive : If with 
joy, it is full of ſinging and triumphant expreſſions of its 
own contentment :: and {o, if it be filled wich admiration 
of any excellency, though for a while it may be filen» 
ced, yet. will preſently break forth into. exaltacion and 
praiſe. Ir is ſaid, Matth.15. 31. When the multitude heard” 
the dumb to (peak, and ſaw the lame to walk, they wondred, 
and glorified Ged , ficlt, wondred, and then glorified, And 
ſos Theſ.1t.10. It isſaid, Chriſt ſhall comets be admired- 
in his Saints, and to be glorified in them that believe. We 
cannarx but elorifie- him, when once we do admire-him. 

| - . Ga And: 
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- Ang-de wirb, 
Apoſt, Serm, 
30, 


And indeed, what is not wonderful to us, that weare got 
apt much ro extoll or praiſe. AsT have read of a fel- 
low, who having peruſed a very obſcure and difficule 
Author, and being demanded his judgement of it, 
Anſwered, 4 aries xd, &c. What 1 underſtood in him was 
excellent, and what 1 underſiood not, ſure was more excel- 
lent , {o will the ſonl that hath arcal acquaintance with 
Jeſus Chriſt ſay : what I know and underſtand of him « 
very ſweet, gloriows, and: worthy of praiſe : but, whar I 
cannot underſtand, bur & yet above my reach, that is 
ſure more ſweet, more gloriow, and more praiſe worthy. 
2. This willalſo poſſeſs the ſoul with an awful, and. 
reverential fear of him : A divine and holy fear of God, 
fills the heart, whiles it is wondring at him. When the 


- ſoul is gazing upon a majeſty and glory, that is in- 


finitely above it, ir cannot -bur ſecretly tremble be- 
fore it. As the Diſciples beholding the. glory of 
Chriſt, at his Transfiguration , March, 17. it s [aid, 
they fell on their faces, and were ſore afraid. And Job ha- 
ving looked upon, and wondred art the incompreben- 
ſeble works of God, confefieth, Chap. 37. 1. That his 
heart trembled, and was maved aut of jts place. Therefore 
well have the Schoolmen made admiration one of the 
kinds of fear, for the ſoul hath a fecrer tear of the great- 
neſs of that objeR, which ir orders ar, bur cannot 
comprehend : As Anguſivne fpeaking of the deeps of divine 
Providence, and the ſecrers of Predeſtination, againſt 
thoſe that cavil atthem,ſaich, Queris turationem?ego ex- 
paveſcam altitudinem : Art thin exquiring a reaſon ? 1 will 
tremble at the heighth, 5c. When a man is beholding the 
infinice w/ſdomn, pririty, and exceHency of Chriſt, ircannot 


but make him to Tefted upon his owndarkneſs, filthineſs, 
3. This 


and 6ſeneſs, with aw bedy fear and trembling. 


(/ 


\ 
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leſws Chriſt, the great Wonder, 
3. 'This will alfo draw out the ſoul ro. a more conff- 
dent dependance yan Jeſus Chriſt. Could we campre- 
hend the wrwoſ} bounds of that power and wiſdom, that 
righteouſneſs and fulnefs rhar ts in him : they were bur 
finire, and ſo we mighr diftruſt them,as not able tp ſerve 
vly ourturns-: But ſeeing he is every way wonderful, his righ- 
| reouſneſs a wonderful righteouſneſs, his power, wiſdom, 
| merey, all wonderful, above all our thoughts : this makes 
| him to be 2 ſuve Bulwark, a ftrong and everlaſting Rock 
oy Ty for the ſoul ro reſt and berruſt ir felf upon. So that, haſt 
| thou been a wonderful ſinner? here is 4 more wonderful $4- 
, wviour: are thy fins wonderfully great? here is a more won- 
derful mercy to pardon them , and righteouſneſs to attone 
for them : And arevby wants, thy weakneſs, thy di- 
Rempers wonderful,thatrhou canſt not know them ? here 
«1 p is power, holinefs, fulneſs more wonderful , and farther 
4 & abovethy knowledge, And therefore caſt thy (elf with 
much confidence upon him in all Rreights, wants, dan» 
ers, and difficulties wharſocver. 
d 4- This will alfo have another effet , it will 1ake of 
thine heart from admiring the creature. By thy penal, | 
at Jeſus Chrift, thy ſoul will be ſo raiſed and enlarged, 
af Bo. char ie will apprehend af rhings befides him , but mean 
and trivial, The Zye, having beheld the brightneſs of 
the Sw», ſeeth all other light far below it. Moſes ſecing 
—  -himitharis I»viſible, beheld ſuch riches and g/ory., en- " 
\ joyed ſuch ſweetneſs and pleaſures in God, as madethe yes. ,r,uq; * 
glory and pleaſures of Pharozbs Court mean, and worth- 25.29. |... 
eſs in his eſteem. Pawl being r47t up #0 the third heavens, = 
| and in a divine extaſſe , admiring the wnwtterable things phil 3.4," 
| - of Chriſt, accounte@ af bur loſi and dung for the know-. 
ledgeofhim. And our Zord Feſws living alwaicy io, thi 
clear fight of fork gon, was not at alFafwred or 
% . , J 
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"Eu Chriſt, the great Wonder. 
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afeted with the glory of the Kingdoms of this world, 
when it was by Satan fer before him. Miyariluzes ws Bay” 
p35, Taith the Philoſopher , Men of great andraiſed ſþi- 


 rits, deſpiſe thoſe things which others are taken with. 


" And, nothing wil be ſo ctfeRual ro bring down the 
thoughts of man to a mean eſteem of himſelf,then to be 


ths raiſed in the admiration of Jcſus Chriſt, That 4& + 


of rhe ſoul that doth oft exalt Chriſt, doch #wſt debaſe 
man. As thoſe two Stars called Gemini, the one ariſerh 


as the other fallerh  Soas Chriſt is raiſed and exalted 


in w, ſo do we fall down lower and lower in the eſteem 
of our (elves. ; 

5..Laſtly, This will alſo/ead che heart into an holy boaſt- 
ine, and triumphant rejoxcing in Jeſus Chriſt. As man 
will more boaſt in a rreaſurethat he knows is inexhanſt- 
ed, then in t' ec greateſt riches and poſſeſſions that he 
can diſcoyer the bounds of ; So whiles we are beholding 
the fulneſs and riches of Chriſt, as inexhauſted, and un- 
ſearchable, and are wondring at them, this will naturally 
carry out our ſpirits to boaſt and triumph in him, When 
after all thy knowledge of him, thy Commmnion with 
him, thy enjoyments and receits from him, thou heareſt 
get a voice ſpeaking to thee, thou ſhalc yer enjoy and ſee 
greater things then m_ 

Uſelaſt:I have only one ward more to add : If Jeſus 
Chriſt be thus wonderful, and declares thi name of his, 
eſpecially inour ſalvation: Ler us learn and endeavor to 
bc wonderful in our aRings for him, as he is in his atings 


for ws. That we may now all ftrive tobe(as it was ſaidof 


7oſhua the Prieſt, and his fellows in another ſenſe).mes 
wonder. Surely it we do viſibly deny our ſelves, ſubje& 
all our ownlzrereſts to the glory of Chriſt,the promoting 
the Goſpend of bing Juſtice apd Rightcouſpes ip 
| I the. 


a. 


* ow ww 
— TS. : 


Tt 


\f 


dence ſhall no more berheard in thy Land, wafing nor deſtru- 
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Teſus Chriſt, the great Wonder. : © _ 
the Nation,and in our whole converſation,croſs the com»  , 
mon courſe of the world, we ſhall be wen of wonller in 
our generation, and in generations yet to come: that 
England may be made the wonder of the world for righ- 
teouſneſs, wiſdom, truth, and holineſs, as it hath been 
made the wonder of the world for ſalvations and delive- 
'rances. Surely we fhall not anſwer the extraordinary 
appearances of Chriſt for «s, if we do not now extraom 
amarily and: eminently appear for him : He now hath 
pur us to the #r5al, by giving great opportunities into our | 
hands zand certainly great things may be done, if we 
lay down Animoſities, ſelf-ends, and corrupt principles, 
and with ſincerity, wiſdom, and unity, addreſs to the 
great works of God and the Nation that are before us. - 
The change of Government will avail us little, the name 
of a Commonwealth will do little ſervice, if we do not ſee 
the common good (ought and promoted, commun grieven- 
ces and burthens removed, and Common ?uftice impartially 
adminiſtred throughout the Nation. And O that you 
(Right Hnorable) who fit atthe Srers of this City,and 
thoſe that do, or hereafter may ſit at che Stern of this 
Commonwealth, would ſer their ſhoulders effe»aly to 
theſe great works, that the poor Church of Chriſt may 
live and flouriſh under the wings of ſuch Rulers and 
Governors, which the Lord hath promiſed ſhe ſhould 
enjoy in theſe loft times : And that ſweet promiſe may 
be fulfilled upon ber, 1fui. 60. 17, 18. 1 will alſo make 
thy officers peace, and thine Exattors Righteouſneſs ; Vio. 
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Zion within thy borders but thou ſbalt call thy wals Satva- 


Fiow, and thy gates Praiſe, 
FANS. 
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